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Disaster risk reduction

The concept and practice of reducing disaster risks through systematic efforts to analyse and man
age the causal factors of disasters, including through reduced exposure to hazards, lessened vulner
ability of people and property, wise management of land and the environment, and improved prepar
edness for adverse events.

Comment: A comprehensive approach to reduce disaster risks is set out in the United Nations-end
orsed Hyogo Framework for Action, adopted in 2005, whose expected outcome is “The substanti
al reduction of disaster losses, in lives and the social, economic and environmental assets of commu



nities and countries.” The International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) system provides a
vehicle for cooperation among Governments, organisations and civil society actors to assist in the i
mplementation of the Framework. Note that while the term “disaster reduction” is sometimes us
ed, the term “disaster risk reduction” provides a better recognition of the ongoing nature of disas
ter risks and the ongoing potential to reduce these risks.
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